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®  What are the paragraphs following the passage probably going to discuss ?

e  What does the paragraph preceding the passage mainly discuss?
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e What does this passage mainly discuss?
e  What is the main idea of this passage?
e  What is the title/topic/subject of this passage?

®  What would be a good title for this passage?
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® [tcan be inferred from the passage that...
® [tcan be implied from the passage that...
®  What does the author mean by ...?
®  Which of the following reveals the author's attitude towards...?
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® According to the passage ......
®  Which statement is NOT mentioned/mentioned in the passage?

®  Which statement is NOT true/true according to the passage?
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® The word “which” in the passage refers to ...... ?

® The word “they” refersto ....... ?
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The beginnings of theology in the Islamic tradition in the second half of the Vth century are not easily
distinguishable from the beginnings of a number of other disciplines-Arabic philology, Qur'anic interpretation,
the collection of the sayings and deeds of the prophet Muhammad (Hadith), jurisprudence, and historiography.
Together with these other disciplines, Islamic theology is concerned with ascertaining the facts and context of the
Islamic revelation and with understanding its meaning and implications as to what Muslims should believe and do
after the revelation had ceased and the Islamic community had to chart its own way. During the first half of the Ath
century, a number of questions which centered on God's unity, justice, and other attributes and which were
relevant to man's freedom, actions, and fate in the Hereafter formed the core of a more specialized discipline,
which was called kalaam ("speech"). This term (kalaam) was used to designate the more specialized discipline
because of the rhetorical and dialectical "speech” used in formulating the principal matters of Islamic belief,
debating them, and defending them against Muslim and non-Muslim opponents. Gradually, kalaam included all
matters directly or indirectly relevant to the establishment and definition of religion’s beliefs, and it developed its
own necessary or useful systematic rational arguments about human knowledge and the makeup of the world.
Despite various efforts by later thinkers to fuse the problems of kalaam with those of philosophy (and mysticism),
theology preserved its relative independence from philosophy and other non-religious sciences. It remained true
to its original traditional and religious point of view, confined itself within the limits of the Islamic revelation, and

assumed that these limits as it understood them were identical with the limits of truth.(clgll gla il 5 alS)

). The passage is mainly concerned with........
\) Islamic traditions in the seventh century
Y) Major Islamic disciplines
Y) Therise of kalaam in the history of Islam

¢) Theology fromo\toV-

f. The word "attributes" in line A means........ .

V) Blessings Y) characteristics Y) teachings ¢) traditions
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F. According to the passage, kalaam..........
V) Became independent from theology in the mid-Vth century
Y) Isabranch of Arabie philology
Y) Supported Islamic principles against the Muslims who challenged them

¢£) Was first limited to the role of speech in man's life

£. Thescope of theology..........
V) Became fixed after the collection of revelations
Y) Changed when it was fused with philosophy
Y) Was the same as the scope of truth
£) Was determined by five disciplines

0. According to the passage, itis NOT true that........
V) Theology emerged in a quite independent way
Y) Man'’s freedom was one of the main issues in kalaam
Y) Kalaam and Qur anic interpretation had snore points in common

£) God's unity and justice were among the concerns of kalaam
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Process theology is a form of theological understanding that has developed, particularly in relation to Christian
belief, under the influence of the metaphysical insights of A. N. Whitehead and Charles Hartshorne. Among its
basic tenets are that to be real is to be in process (e.g. to be continually responding to the environment) and so to
have a temporal dimension; that reality consists of a plurality of entities which are significantly self-creating and
intimately related to each other; and that God is the chief exemplification of and not an exception to the ultimate
metaphysical principles. Whereas Whitehead's fundamental work (Process and Reality, 14Y4) is a cosmological
treatise which develops a unified understanding of reality through reflection on its constituent parts, Hartshorne
has paid more attention to prior arguments as a way to establish the nature and reality of God. Although there are
important differences among process theologians, they generally agree that God has a temporal aspect, and that
God both is maximally affected by all other entities and influences them in ways that are compatible with their
freedom. In contrast to the theism which asserts the distinction between the world and a timeless, impassible God
and the pantheism which identifies God and the world, process theology advocates a pantheism in which God

embraces the world and lovingly seeks to lure all things towards their maximum aesthetic satisfaction.

(ol sl Lial,S auls)

). The passage mainly discusses...........
\) Important differences among process theologians
X) The tenets of process theology
X) The difference between theism and process theology

£) Whitehead’s contribution to process theology

f. The word "its" (line ) *+) refers to.............

\) Treatise Y) understanding Y) reality £) work

r. The word "advocates” (line ) 7) is closest in meaning to ........... .

\) criticizes Y) develops Y') includes £) supports

£. Process theology differs from pantheism and theism on.......
\) The existence of God
Y) The aesthetic nature of the universe
X) The relationship between God and the universe

£) The temporality of God's existence

0. According to the passage, process theology...........
V) Believes in the timeless nature of the universe
Y) States that reality has a temporal dimension
Y) Isagainst the interrelationship of entities

¢) Identifies God with the world
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7. The word "tenets” (line Y') is closest in meaning to ...........

V) Divisions Y) arguments Y) principles ¢) similarities

¥. According to the passage, it is NOT true that...........
\) Process theology shares the pantheistic concept of God
Y) Entities are held to create themselves in process theology
XY Both Hartshorne and Whitehead are process theologians
%) The idea of the temporal aspect of God is shared by all process theologians
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In the course of its history theology has been subdivided according to various patterns. One typical pattern
distinguishes between historical, systematic, and philosophical theology. The first studies the content of a religious
tradition; the second attempts comprehensive explanations and expositions of its doctrines; and the third
investigates the philosophical presuppositions and implications of religious belief. Also important are moral

theology, or ethics, which explores the moral dimensions of the religious life, and practical theology, which

Pl s jlao Ugild g Le b 515 2 (o2S 0595 9



b -

@; ot 15 e S50 gite Jw Vo
W—

interprets the forms of worship, styles of organization, and modes of interpersonal relationship within religious

communities.

Although different questions have preoccupied theologians at different times, certain topics have established
themselves as basic to theological study. These include the basis for humans' knowledge of God, the being and
attributes of God, the relation of God to the world and of the world to God, the modes of divine governance of
human affairs, the source and character of human alienation from the divine, the manner of humanity's
restoration to God, and the ultimate destiny of humankind. Such themes have been central throughout

theology's history and continue to dominate theological reflection today. (L]l gl yiol,5 4lS)

). What does paragraph ) mainly discuss?
\) A better definition of theology in view of its history.
Y) Categories of theology.
X) Historical theology.
%) Theology and religious traditions.

r. Which one of the following is concerned with the way people pray?
V) Systematic theology Y) Moral theology
Y) Practical theology £) Philosophical theology

f. What does "its" in line ) refer to?

\) Theology Y) Religion Y') History ¢) Pattern

£. How many issues are cited to have preoccupied theologians in the course of history?

\) Three Y) Five Y) Seven ¢) Eight

0. What are the paragraphs following this passage most probably going to discuss?
\) More about the topics that require immediate attention these days.
X) Present theologicans' rejection of some of the old topics in theology.
X) The topics that once dominated the thoughts of theologicians.
£) The topics attracting the attention of today's theologicans.
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The term theology is a compound of the Greek words theos ("god") and logos ("word," "discourse,” "thought",
"reason”). Theology may therefore be defined as reasoned discourse about God. In a strict sense theology
considers only the existence and nature of divine being. In its wider and more usual sense, however, it may
encompass the full range of the divine's relationships to the world and to humanity as well as the full variety of
human responses to the divine. Although used more commonly of Western religions, the term may be applied to

the systematic study and presentation of any religion.

The first to use the term was apparently the Greek philosopher Plato for whom theology meant a rational
conception of the divine as opposed to poetic myths about the gods. The subsequent Greek tradition of rational
theology survived well into Christian times, and aspects of it have been influential in shaping various Jewish,

Christian, and Islamic theologies. (bl ¢l il 5 4S)

). Whatis paragraph ) mainly concerned with?
\) Definition of theology
Y) Disagreement on what theology means
XY Origin of the term theology
£) The history of theology

r. "Encompass” in line 0 is closes in meaning to:

V) Divide Y) include Y) ignore ¢) relate

r. Who was Plato?
\) Christian Y) Philosopher Y) Poet ¢) Theologist

£. What does "it" in line \ Y refer to?
V) Christianity Y) Poetic myth
Y) The divine ¢) The Greek view of theology
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0. According to the passage all of the following are true EXCEPT:
\) Inits narrow sense theology deals with the existence and nature of God.
YY) Theology is defined differently.
X) The term theology is used in relation to Western religions only.

£) The Greek presented a rational view of theology.
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The diversity of the sources and formative factors that go into the making of theology indictates that there will be a
corresponding diversity of methods. In particular, there has been in the history of theology a tension between
faith and reason. Some theologians have placed almost the entire emphasis upon the content of faith, the
revelation transmitted through scripture and tradition. For these theologians the role of reason has been an axillary
one. Others while by no means denying the importance of revelation, have nevertheless believed it is incumbent
upon them to provide some rational framework within which to exhibit and elucidate the revelation. Theologians

of this second group have distinguished between "natural” and "revealed" theology.(cLyJl gla il 5 a)S)

). The most appropriate title for the above passage is..........
V) Rationalistic Approach Y) Revelational Approach
Y) Modern Trend ¢) Theological Method

r. According to the text, the distinction between "natural" and “revealed" theologies is focused on by those

\) Assign a particular role to reason
Y) Believe in the existence of tension

X) Believe that theology and logic do not coincide
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€) Argue that revelation is transmitted through scripture

F. The text implies that the theologians who exclusively emphasize the content of faith.......... .
\) Are followers of traditional theological views
Y) Base their ideas on rational frameworks
X) Assign little role to reason

£) Distinguish between "natural” and "revealed" theologies

£. According to the text, the second group of theologians...........
\) Always deny the role of revelation
X) Do not totally discard the notion of revelation
YY) Never distinguish between faith and reason

£) Never accept the ideas of other individuals
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